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An Exceptional Legal Practitioner
Sri. Madhav Rao Gaaru

-N. Ramkumar

Registrar (FAC)

Telangana State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (ISCDRC).

Sri, Gorrepati Madhav Rao Gaaru is an extraordinary
individual who left an indelible mark on our lives and the lives
of countless others. Our beloved GMR was not only an
exceptional legal practitioner but also a compassionate human
being who dedicated his life to serving others. No matter how
much is said about GMR will not suffice.

As a lawyer, he was a force to be reckoned with. His
exceptional skills, razor-sharp mind and unwavering dedication
earned him the respect and admiration of his peers, clients and
even opponents. He had a unique ability to dissect complex
cases, identify key issues and develop innovative solutions. His
success in the courtroom was a testament to his hard work,
perseverance and passion for justice.

However, GMR’s impact extended far beyond the
courtroom. He was a true champion of the underprivileged, the
marginalized and the oppressed. He believed that access to
justice was a fundamental right and he worked tirelessly to ensure
that everyone, regardless of their background or means, had
access to quality legal representation.

In this context, [ want to remind you that the fight he put-in
for getting justice against fake encounter cases was reported in
national news in the year 1995-1996. It was salvage for the
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poor and innocent victims. Lest, he made the NHRC to hold its
sitting at Nizamabad to inquire into the fake encounters.

His generosity, empathy and kindness inspired countless
people and his legacy will continue to inspire future generations.
He was a shining example of what it means to live a life of
purpose, compassion and service.

The skill and knowledge possessed by him is
immeasurable. [ started my journey with GMR long back in
December 1993. At the first instance, Sri V.Sangam introduced
me to Sri Gorrepati Madhava Rao garu. From day one, I was
influenced by his way of greeting. His power to inspire, motivate
and persuade have swayed me from a common man to a logical
thinker. He has the power to impact on the persons around him.
He possessed excellent communication skills, confidence,
passion, empathy and preparation.

He used to prepare the arguments thoroughly and organize
his thoughts in a logical and coherent manner. Not only he is a
good orator but he is an excellent listener, particularly, in
matrimonial cases while taking brief from the clients. The
medical cases dealt by him at Consumer Forum are matters of
break for the younger lawyers.

As we remember GMR today, we honour not only his
remarkable achievements but also his extraordinary spirit. We
remember his infectious smile, his warm laughter and his
unwavering optimism. We remember the countless lives he
touched, the families he helped and the communities he served.

As we say goodbye to this remarkable individual, we take
comfort in the knowledge that his legacy will live on through us.
We will continue to draw inspiration from his example and we
will strike to make a positive impact in our own communities.
His memory will be a blessing to us all.
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Joharlu to Com. Madhava Rao
- Narsa Goud

We are shocked to know that com. Madhav Rao is no
more. He was active and no known health issues. He was two
years junior to me in Banswada Junior college(at that time [
did not know him). I came to know him when He was studying
in Law college and I was in Ph. D program at Science Colleges,
OU. Later, We worked for Vimochana. I attended his first
marriage. Later we worked together in APCLC also . We have
been in touch since then. I am in disbelief that my meeting
with him in August 2021 turned out to be the last one. Joharlu

to com. Madhava Rao and condolences to his family.
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When [ was a little girl, people used to ask me who my father
was. The aww expression I received every time I gave your name
was always surprising. Gradually, when I grew up I knew what you
really were.

Gorrepati Madhava Rao had multiple angles and dimensions.
People know you as a saviour, they know you as a human rights
activist, as an advocate, as a leader, a teacher, an advisor to both the
legal fraternity and anyone in need, a great companion, a ray of
hope and confidence. But for me, you’re my father — my constant
support system and my pillar of strength.

There is also an angle no one knows about Nanna. An
enthusiastic kid who is always eager to find answers to diverse things.
A kid who questions, who tries different approaches to solve an
issue.He couldn’t bear an inch if there was something he didn’t
knew. The curiosity with which he woke up every single day, to
accomplish things. There isn’t any subject that he did not have
knowledge about. Which is why he is called a Walking Encyclopedia.

“Meenajee, Nuvvuntechaalu. EdayinaSadhistanu!” —
Sadhincharukooda. Mamma is that fuel, an engine like Madhava
needs. Mamma calls him ‘Comrade!’. And he never made injustice
to that word. They are not merely wife and husband. It was much
more than that. The bond they shared, the love and friendship that
evolved through the span of 37 years, is an inspiration to hundreds
out there. They understood each other like nobody else. He could
live at a far distance from me also, but with mamma, he never had
the strength or even the ability to survive without her. Mamma has
been that strength and backbone, supporting and encouraging Nanna
for every step throughout his life. I don’t know if I would be able to
witness such a couple in my lifetime anymore.

For the first time, I recommended Nanna to read Sadat Hasan
Manto’s, Thanda Ghost. The person who hardly took any book
recommendations, had very next day placed an order for the book.
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The moment he finished reading, he immediately sat down to re-
write Manto in Telugu as there were no works of Manto in telugu.
He wanted the Telugu audience to read and feel those sensational
stories and believed that it was a necessity.

Though he knew his health was deteriorating and was advised
to take rest, he had the spirit to meet people, participate in various
conferences, share his insights through lectures and seminars and
be active as much as possible. He did not lose hope. He always
quoted “Sontakutumbalakosam, pratiokkarukrushipadataru.
Kaniteliyaniparayakutumbalakosamevarayinaalochistara?” Adi
mukhyamammayi...He could not see people in pain. It pinched him
inside. He made that pain his own, and worked relentlessly to resolve
it. That is when I knew that he was more of a People’s Man, than a
Family Man.

While working on the State Repressive Laws project,
thearguments we had on the Amendment to Article 19 and the
application of UAPA, one thing I can confidently put is, no law
professor [ have met till time was able to contemplate these issues in
a manner as Nanna did. The dedication with which he prepared
himselfto deliver a single lecture on any issue or a matter in Court,
without calculating the hours he slept, day and night till he had
absorbed every corner of the subject, blew my mind. Majority of
his preparation was on weekends or during the night and the only
time [ used to get to fully spend with Nanna was while having dinner.
It pissed me off when Nanna gave time to any other person or thing
other than me, especially while having dinner. He’s my father too.I
wanted to spend time with him as much as possible. I understand
that he’s a busy man, a person who people would look up to for
resolving any issue, but he’s my father. The fear that always ate me
from inside, was ‘what if I don’t get to spend time with him after a
while. I wanted to make the maximum out of what I get to have’ —
and that was the least I could do and that too in a limited time.

I was voting for the first time. Generally, parents ask their
children to vote for a specific party for various reasons. But Nanna
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had a very different approach. While explaining the voting process,
he said “Nuvvuenchukunna party symbol ni press chesi, 2 seconds
aagiappudu move avvu”. Though we had similar political interests,
he still told me to vote for a party of my choice rather stressing on
one single party.He believed in me. He believed in every choice I
made, without questioning. The sense of confidence I had every
time I discussed things with him, and that go ahead nod I received —
will I not be able to experience it again?

It was this time [ wrote my article for a digital newspaper.
That was a sarcastic column. As usual, I made him read the draft for
any discrepancies. The joy I saw on his face and the confidence he
held —I could do anything to relive that moment, to feel and consume
it atleast one more time. He couldn’t stop himself even till the time
the article was published. Immediately, he forwarded it to all of his
friends to read. The pride I saw on his face and the sense of
satisfaction he held — there can be no other greater bliss than that.

That push, that encouragement, that belief and that trust he
had in me, I call myself the luckiest and most fortunate daughter for
having a father like him.

I can writepages for days together about you. About us. And
I’11 be out of words and it would still be incomplete. But tell me.
What is the purpose of my writing when you aren’t there to read it?
Who would clap from behind even if I fall? Who would debate with
me that Leo Tolstoy is superior, when I contend Dostoevsky had
finer way of expressing depth? Will there be no go to person for me
anymore? You asked me to come that one last time. You wanted to
see me. Why couldn’t you wait a little longer Nanna? What was the
hurry that you disappeared in a click? Will these questions be left
unanswered?

Nanna, will you respond one more time? Will you feed me
that first bite of your meal once again?
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